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Trinity Office   

Rev. Doug Neufeld 
Office: Closed at this time 

Phone:  204 729-1946 
E Mail:  rev.doug@wcgwave.ca 

Urgent needs: Cell 204 441-8140  

Trinity Office ~ Closed at this time 
 Phone:  204 728-4796 

E Mail:  trinityucbdn@wcgwave.ca  
Website:  www.trinitybrandon.ca 

 

 
CODE RED 

 
Wash your hands 
Social Distance 

Wear a mask 
Be Kind 

STAY HOME 

 

Advent Season Worship Services: 

November 29: Advent 1 – Communion 

December 6: Advent 2 – White Gift 

December 13: Advent 3  

December 20: Advent 4 – Communion 

December 24: Christmas Eve Service 

From the CE Committee 
Trinity Sunday School Children and Youth  

should watch for an invitation to participate in the  
"12 Acts of Christmas Kindness and Joy"   

 

The Trinity website now has all 
of the familiar singing and  

dancing videos on it that have 
been done in church and at 
messy church.  Have fun!! 
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November 18th 2020 

How can you help? Update 

Hello.   

First and foremost I hope you are safe and healthy. I miss you all, however I am full of        
gratitude for the leadership of Rev. Doug and his team for providing thoughtful worship        
services every week keeping us as a church family connected. 

The Board continues to meet on a regular schedule. 

At this time officers of the board, convenors and their committees have been asked to         
consider their skills and availability to continue to serve our Church in 2021. 

The following Board positions are needed- 

Board Vice–Chair  

Board Treasurer 

Board Secretary 

Committees have members who look forward to return, extend gratitude for those stepping 
aside but have also identified their needs for new committee members. - 

Pastoral Care (2), Worship (1), Christian Education (1) 

 Please consider your interests and time to join a committee or board position to serve Trinity 
United Church.  

If you have questions or would like more information I would love to hear from you.  
Email miranda.ed@hotmail.com or call 204 720 1086  

Blessings as we remember the words of Jesus,  
“ It is more blessed to give than to receive.” 

Miranda Edwards 
Past Chair and Nominations, Trinity United Church 

 

Only 6 allowed at Christmas 

but 30 for a funeral. 

I will be holding a funeral for 

my pet turkey that sadly 

passed on 25th of December 

 There are 293 ways to make change for a dollar. 
 

There are more chickens than people in the world. 

 

 There are only four words in the English language  

which  end in "dous":  

tremendous, horrendous, stupendous, and hazardous 

 

There are two words in the English language that have all five 

vowels in order: "abstemious" and "facetious." 
 

Tigers have striped skin, not just striped fur. 

TYPEWRITER is the longest word that can be made using the    

letters only on one row of the keyboard. 
 

Winston Churchill was born in a ladies' room during a dance. 

mailto:miranda.ed@hotmail.com
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Anniversary reminders on Facebook usually recall pleasant events or experiences on that date in 

years past. But a recent reminder about a Facebook anniversary brought memories not so pleasant. 

My main reason for joining in the first place was to respond to unkind and hurtful statements posted 

by several extended family members about the terrible choice my son had made to come out as gay, 

and by implication, criticizing us as parents to let this happen and to put up with it.  It was  difficult to 

remain silent.   

 

My response was in the form of the following questions:   
 
• How can you be so certain that sexual orientation is a choice?  Did you come to this            

conclusion through inquiry and reading, through talking with others (including those with a 
different orientation from your own), or is it just how you feel?  

  
• If sexual orientation is a choice, how did your choice of orientation go?  What things did you 

consider, who did you talk to, and how did you make your decision to be straight      instead 
of gay?  

 
• If sexual orientation is a choice, why would someone connected to a conservative Mennon-

ite family choose to be gay, knowing full well that such a choice would lead to avoidance, 
criticism, and possibly outright shunning?  Would not choosing to be straight be so much 
easier?  

 
• What would you do if you had been in my shoes - your child telling you one day that they 

identified as LGBTQ+?  Would you tell them they made a bad choice and consider them less 
righteous than you are?  Or would you continue to love your child, to seek understanding 
and acceptance for who they are?  

 
• Have you ever talked with people identifying as LGBTQ+ and asked them about their  stories, 

about how their identity evolved, how they have been treated by their families and by the 
church, and how all this has affected their lives?   

 
• When quoting Bible verses that you feel suggest that being gay is sinful, why do you        

conveniently forget about other verses in the same Bible that instruct on what we should or 
should not do on Sundays, how you should keep your hair, or what kinds of foods you should 
not eat or fabrics you should not wear?  

 
• If a person identifies as gay, lesbian or trans, are you saying that they are not created in the 

image and likeness of God? Why would God create some people in His likeness and image, 
but not others? 

 
(Over) 

         
 

How my son’s coming out challenged the dynamics of my Mennonite family – by Al Friesen 
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Don  

(The Journey Has Not Been Easy – Continued) 

 

To this day, not one family member posting, liking, or commenting on those unkind words on    
Facebook, has ever responded to these questions or said a word to me, my wife, or my son about 
these matters. There is no conversation.      

Someone once said to Linda and me that perhaps God chose our family to have a gay child         
because God thought we could handle it.  Whatever the reason, it has not been an easy journey, 
not in my family and sometimes not in my church.  But one thing has not changed from the       
moment our son came out as gay – and that is our resolve to let nothing, neither criticism nor 
shunning by family or church, get in the way of our deep love and respect for our children, what-
ever their orientation. They are our children, and they are God’s children.  
 

Finally, some questions for you:  

• How would you answer the questions posed above if you were in my shoes as the parent of 
a LGBTQ child?  

• Whatever your perspective, why don’t you join the conversation about Trinity        
becoming an Affirming Ministry? 

 

The prophet Micah in 6:8 has another question for us all: “What does the Lord require of you?” 
And his answer is “to act justly, to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God."  
 

In this, Micah gives a thoughtful and balanced answer to today's spiritual and moral dilemmas. 
Justice without mercy, or mercy without justice, or either without spiritual humility - are biblically 
impossible.                                                                              

 Are you doing what the Lord requires of you?  
                    

 

Christmas is now gonna be mid 

January, due to Santa  having to 

quarantine for 14 days when he 

arrives in the country. 

 

Q: What does the word 'benign' mean?  
A: Benign is what you will be after you be eight.  



People who laugh a lot are healthier than those who don't. 
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Proverbs 15:18 A hot-tempered person stirs up conflict, but the one who is patient calms a quarrel. 

 

The beautiful mittens, etc.  have been     
delivered and gratefully received by George 

Fitton School, Betty Gibson School,  
Samaritan and Mary’s House, and The 

Friendship Center.  Staff at Betty Gibson School returned  what 
they felt was just a small token of appreciation for Trinity’s        

continuing care for their children..  
beautiful hand wash to be placed at the church... 

 

We have received  another generous contribution and will be delivering 
them shortly.   

 
 

Trinity 55 Plus continues our mission to receive at 26 Driftwood..728 4683 or will pick up .. 
 

Blessings to all who continue to there for others during another winter.   

Shop fair trade and support artisans in the    
developing world.  

Curbside and shipping options available from 
our local Ten Thousand Villages Brandon store.  

Not on Facebook?  No problem!  

Shopping still possible with this site.  

Call (204) 726-8755.   

 

Edna Stewart was telling me about an book she has just finished reading that she 

felt interesting, for her, especially in this 2020 year.  She borrowed it from the 

Westman Library and would recommend it for those who might be interested.    

The author, Anne Bokma, is a well know writer and does write articles in the          

Observer and Broadview. 

I ‘Googled’ it and found this information: 

‘In 2017, Anne Bokma embarked on a quest to become a more spiritual person. 

After leaving the fundamentalist religion of her youth, she became one of the 

eighty million North Americans who consider themselves spiritual-but-not-religious, 

the fastest growing "faith" category. .. ‘ 
 

Thanks for sharing, Edna! 
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The Brandon Bear Clan have been patrolling downtown Brandon throughout the summer and now 

into the fall. Cyndi Price of the Bear Clan contacted us with their need to feed the many hungry    

people which they have met in their walks. Many of us baked muffins for the Bear Clan in the spring 

and summer and if you are able help out in providing muffins for the hungry they would certainly 

appreciate our help again. 

Muffins should be individually wrapped.  

They may be delivered to her home at 533 – 21
st
 Street and left on the front step. Please leave a 

note on the package to indicate that the package contains muffins for the Bear Clan. Cyndi’s cell is 

(204) 724-5826 if you wish to contact her before dropping off muffins. 

If you are able to help by baking muffins, thank you so much. The folks really love our muffins and it 

provides much needed comfort and sustenance to those in difficult circumstances.    
  

-Trinity Outreach 

     

Witty One Liners  Telling a person to calm down is about like baptizing a cat.  
 Prayer is the original wireless communication.  
My doctor asked if anyone in my family suffered from mental illness. I said, "No, we all 
seem to enjoy it." 

 Just once, I want a username and password prompt to say: "close enough."  
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 The Trinity Outreach Hamper program has been an important part of Trinity’s community 

outreach for many years. However due to the pandemic code red precautions we were forced to 

make the difficult decision to suspend the community delivery of hampers this year. We felt that it 

would be most prudent to not be gathering food supplies, packing hampers and delivering ham-

pers at this time. We will however be supporting families in need within our church community. 

We will be supplying families with food gift certificates which will help them make their Christmas 

dinners more special. If members of Trinity know of families or individuals in need of our support 

please contact a member of the Outreach committee to leave confidential information.  

How can you help?    

 If you would like to contribute to the Trinity Hamper Programme this year we would welcome your 

support. Monetary donations may be sent to the church with the designation of -  

Trinity Hamper Program. 

Trinity Outreach Committee – Kathy Knight, Linda Friesen, Connie Haigh, Heather Moore 

United Way Holiday Hamper Campaign 

The United Way has taken over from Christmas Cheer this year to pack and deliver hampers in 

our community. If you would like to help with their campaign please visit:  

https://www.brandonuw.ca/theholidayhamper2020   
#201-1011 Rosser Ave. Brandon, MB R7A 0L5  Phone: 204-571-8929 

 

Labouring together with one vision - to help those in need  

Safe & Warm Shelter 

The Safe & Warm Shelter is a 13-bed emergency shelter designated for adults (18+) who experience occa-

sional homelessness. The shelter is fully staffed with trained support workers and security guards who ensure 

safety and assistance for clients. The Shelter is open from November to April however in 2020 we were able 

to keep the shelter open all year long due to extra funding and support. The shelter is currently open nightly 

from 7:00 pm to 8:00 am (winter hours 2020/21). 

Food Hamper Program 

The Samaritan House Ministries Food Bank is Manitoba's second largest food bank, distributing between 60-

80 food hampers per day! This number is steadily rising, and Samaritan House Ministries is dedicated to 

providing healthy food for struggling individuals and families in our community. 

 

The Safe & Warm Shelter and Food Hamper program are only 2 of the many programs of Samaritan House Minis-

tries.  To learn more information about Samaritan House Programming please visit – https://

www.samaritanhouse.net/ 

To donate: Donations may be sent to 820 Pacific Avenue, Brandon MB & 7A 0J1 or use the donate button on their 

website. Please call ahead to drop off food donations. (204) 728-0758 

 

Outreach Committee will be making donations from the budget and any designated donations collected in           

December.  if you wish to donate you may also donate through Trinity United Church indicating that your donation 

go to Samaritan House.  

 

 

https://www.brandonuw.ca/theholidayhamper2020
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If you know someone, or yourself,  
who would like a care call from 
Rev. Neufeld; call 204-441-8140 

Dinsdale  Lois Aube   

Fairview   

Audrey Campbell, Lillian Atchison, Linda Garson,  

Jim & Louise Hodge, Betty Russell, Ina Slimmon,  

Keith Vrooman, Alma Yule 

 Emma Garden 

Rideau  
Frank Basiuk, Don Chambers, Murray Hicks,  

Robert Jarvie,  Eleanor McCreath, Garry VanRenselaar 

Valleyview  Laura Cliffe, Bernice Erskine, Shirley O’Driscoll 

Riverheights  

Terrace  

Judy Diswinka, Patty Hargreaves, Al & Helen Lauder, 

Dave & Joyce McClelland, Vera Skayman 

Rotary Villas Beatrice Lee, Marg Lovstrom, Frank Rabe 

Victoria Land-

ing  

Pat Rathwell, Ieleen Turner, Alice Wesley 

 

 

Our Friends in Personal Care and Senior Homes 

Trinitopics & Church Announcements 
 

The newsletter is prepared every 2nd week 
Delivery is being made to all non email 

The next issue will be December 3rd, 2020 
 Darlynne Smith ~ Editor 

darlynnegbsmith@gmail.com   
  204-728-7713 @ home ~ 204-724-2923 @ cell 

 

May God hold you in the palm of His hands  

mail Marlane Wilson,  
with any reports of folks in hospital or needing 

Please be sure to call or e-mail  
Marlane Wilson,  

with any reports of folks in hospital or  
needing some contact.  

204 729-8574 or marlane.w@yahoo.com 

 
 

 

When we follow Christ’s teachings 
 

We Can Make a Difference 

UCW Birthdays 

November  

Audrey Campbell  6th 

Shirley Wells 19th 

Gail Thickett 20th 

Ruth Bilowus 25th 

I did not get any  

further info of anni-

versaries or birthdays 

or celebration of any 

kind!!   

Please don’t be shy! 

 

Our thoughts and prayers to  our folks who are  
spending time in hospital: 

 
Margaret Izzard ~ Assiniboine 

Cliff Bowslaugh still out in Kelowna, BC 
 
 

Jean Hutchings got home this past Tuesday 
from Hamiota hospital.   

Pneumonia is gone, but still convalescing.   
Out love & prayers to you, Jean!  

 

May you always have:  
Love to share, Cash to spare,  

Tires with air, And friends who care 

Other than the  UCW birthday’s I just found 
out this morning that Barb Janzen has a 

birthday today; November 20th.  That 
makes it a half century plus one,  

right Barb??   
 


