Trinity Office Now Open!!
Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri
9-noon
1-4 pm
Phone: 204 728-4796
E Mail: trinityucbdn@wcgwave.ca
Website: www.trinitybrandon.ca

Rev. Doug Neufeld
Phone: 204 729-1946
E Mail: rev.doug@wcgwave.ca
Urgent needs: Cell 204 441-8140

1962 ~ 2022

Trinity United Church & Trinity UCW ~ 60th Anniversary

At Trinity United Church our Vision is to Grow in Faith, Fellowship and Service Through Christ Jesus.
We believe that all people are children of God and we embrace the fullness of our diversity in ability, age, ethnicity,
gender, gender identity, race, sexual orientation, social economic status or any other human division
as we unite in worship and full participation in all aspects of our ministry.
As a congregation we are all committed to surroundings that reflect safety and support
in respect of social justice and human rights.

April 24: Final Worship service at Central UC.
Knox, Forrest and Trinity Congregations have been invited to this service.
(There will be no service at Trinity United that morning).
Worship Services at Trinity

According to the Manitoba Health website there is increasing activity of laboratory-confirmed
Covid-19 cases at the present time. As such, the Official Board is trying to make every attempt
to keep the church as safe as possible for those who wish to attend in-person services. At the
April Board meeting the decision was made to continue with the protocol that all attendees are
required to wear face masks, covering nose, mouth and chin at all times in the Church. This
requirement will be reviewed again at the May Board meeting. We are continuing to
recommend that social distancing be maintained if possible and to avoid greetings that involve
touching. Please use the hand sanitizer stations in the church. If you are not feeling well, please
stay home. The offering plate will not be circulated but can be found on the stand as you enter
the sanctuary. The services will continue to be live-streamed for those individuals who still
prefer to remain at home at this time.

Trinity Sunday School will meet
every other Sunday
for the month of May;
May1, May15 and May 29th,
and then take a break for the summer months.
As a special interest, on May 1,
Al Friesen will speak to our youth group
re: Affirming Church
and what that means.
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Live simply, love generously,
care deeply, speak kindly,
leave the rest to God.
Ronald Reagan

Ukraine Crisis
Monetary donations can be dropped
off, mailed or e transferred to the
church. Please be sure that you mark
it for Ukraine.

Trinity 55 Plus

Wednesday, May 4th, 2022
Starting at 1:30 pm

“Churchill:
Belugas, Blooms and maybe Bears”
We are pleased to have Linda and Al Friesen who will share images and experiences of their rail trip to Churchill; and highlights of their visit,
including
Prince of Whales Fort, beluga whale watching, dog carting, tundra buggy tour
and sights around Churchill.

Beverage, cookies and fellowship to follow.
EVERYONE WELCOME!! PLEASE JOIN US
Trinity Covid precautions will be followed;
Voluntary donations

Masks … etc.

Manitoba Children with DisAbilities

“Trinity 55 Plus Striving to Make a Difference
a Little at a Time”
Ruth & Glenn Sawyer: 204 728-4683;
Gail Thickett: 204 725-4934

United Churches Committed to Inclusion after Pride Flags Stolen and Vandalized
"This work is not done," says Rev. Rick Gunn of
St. Luke's United.

First United Church, Fort Saskatchewan, Alberta

Four United churches are keeping up their
resolve to advocate for LGBTQ2S+ inclusion
after their Pride flags were recently stolen or
vandalized, and a building was defaced with homophobic and anti-Semitic graffiti. The
incidents, all in March, occurred across the
country from St. Luke’s United in Tantallon,
Nova Scotia; Scarboro United in Calgary; First
United in Fort Saskatchewan; and Metropolitan
United in Toronto.

Rev. Erin Klassen, the minister at Scarboro United, says
that her congregation is replacing the desecrated
banner. “Our attitude is, ‘We will keep on,’” she says.
“I think people are hurting right now, and they’re lashing
out. We’re going to continue loving, particularly people
who are marginalized and pushed to the edges. And
we’re going to be really open about that,” Klassen says.
Rev. Paul Douglas Walfall, minister of First United, says
that his congregation has a similar resolve. “I’d pose a
challenge for the church. We are called not to be
popular, but to be faithful to what we believe,” he says.
Moderator Rt. Rev. Richard Bott also raises that
challenge. “I hope we respond by continuing to be
steadfast, to be sturdy, in the work of being public,
intentional and explicit,” he says. “I hope that we
support each other’s communities of faith when these
events happen, and the people more deeply affected —
the people with whom we’re standing.”
Note: This article Is a summary of a story by Julie
McGonegal in Broadview online, April 7, 2022. For the
full story, visit:
https://broadview.org/pride-flags-vandalized-unitedchurches/

Trinity has $100 Sobey’s/Safeway gift cards in the office
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There were 18 women gathered for our April meeting. Marlane Wilson gave a though provoking
Devotion; reflecting on ‘What Gives Our Lives LIFE’. Winnie Black will be sharing in May.
For Monday’s in April, Elaine Nairne has arranged drivers for Meals on Wheels
Funeral lunch for Jean Hutchings celebration on April 23rd
UCW will be ushering in May
UCW will be doing Worship on May 22nd (May Long), due to Rev. Doug’s absence.
Our next meeting is Tuesday, May 3rd starting at 1:15 pm. All woman are welcome!!
UCW supplies the coffee, tea, drink crystals , creamers,
sugar & sweetener for all Trinity functions.

UCW Purpose
To unite women of the congregation for the total
mission of the church and to provide a means
through which we may express our loyalty and
devotion to Jesus Christ in Christian witness,
study, fellowship and service.

April 14th
April 21st
April 24th
April 28th

Harvey

Note: Re: Ukraine Relief
United Church
As part of the United Church’s
Emergency Response Fund, 100% of your
donation goes directly to emergency
relief, with 85% of your donation
responding to this designated emergency
and 15% responding to future
emergencies that do not receive intense
media coverage.
Donations to Mission & Service enable
the United Church to cover all of the costs
of emergency response work without
deducting any fees from your donation.
Note from editor:
I am going to check on The Salvation
Army & The Canadian Red Cross to find
out if there are ‘administration’ fees as
part of their policy of collecting for
disasters. Did not get it done this time,
but will in the near future.
There are no admin fees through the
United Church.

Leslie Preston
Kay Gussie
Shirley O’Driscoll
Marlane Wilson

Pulpit Supply Needs:
Worship Leaders will be needed during Rev. Doug’s absences this
spring and summer due to Prairie Region meetings, continuing
education and vacation. Please reflect on your worship talents and
consider taking a service during one or more of these dates. These
services will not be recorded or live-streamed.
Please contact Alan Silvius at (204) 726-4169 or
silviusa@mymts.net .
Dates for consideration are:
May 8:
May 22:

UCW leading worship

July 31:

August 7:
August 14:
August 21:

Choir for Central UC last service, April 24th.
At Central’s last service on April 24th, there will be joint, and for the last time the ‘tri choir’, which will be
the last with our Central members, at their final service. Ken Jackson will be at the helm that day.
If there are any interested folk who would like to consider joining these choirs, or
considering joining the Trinity choir, come on out to our choir practices on Thursday
evening starting at 7 pm.
We have a wonderful Music Director, Davis Placatka, who leads us so very ably! And, it is fun!!
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Since its inception in 1970, Earth Day continues to grow as a worldwide movement focused on promoting clean living and a healthy, sustainable habitat for people and wildlife
alike. Celebrating Earth Day serves as a conscious reminder of how fragile our planet is
and how important it is to protect it. We celebrate Earth Day to continue promoting environmental awareness and to remind us that we can protect the earth in our everyday
lives as well. Celebrate planet earth and take action to preserve it!
What can you do for earth day and throughout the year? Reduce, reuse, recycle, pick up
trash, plant a tree, grow a garden, conserve water, drive less, ride a bicycle, walk gently
on the earth.

Efforts of the United Church of Canada
The United Church has worked on ecological issues for more than 40 years. Our faith calls us to live with respect in creation. We are
concerned that climate change, ocean change, lack of access to clean water, and resource extraction have a greater impact on the
most impoverished and vulnerable living beings.

Prayer - Help to Reawaken Our Love for Creation
Creating God,
You have called us to be in loving relations with all the Earth,
living with respect in creation,
choosing love and seeking justice at all times.
Instead, humankind has acted in hateful ways,
exploiting natural resources,
choosing power and seeking wealth in the present over future abundance.
We need your help to fight for a better future!
Help to reawaken our love for Creation,
that is so magnificent that we, with all our creativity and knowledge,
could never articulate it;
and so passionate that we, with the personal price and communal cost,
would still fight for it.
Help to deepen our relationships and love for each other:
Affirming the wisdom of youth strikers,
so that we are not discouraged by empty platitudes and naysayers; and
Growing our community of allies,
so that we can create a sustainable and faithful response to the imminent climate crisis.
For the sake of your majestic creation, and
For the love of all our relations.
Help us to fight for a better future.
Amen
—A prayer by Alydia Smith
(https://united-church.ca/prayers/help-reawaken-our-love-creation)

To a worm, digging through the hard ground is more relaxing than going fishing any day.
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Trinity Responds to Ukraine Crisis
Compassion and generosity have been shown by Trinity congregants in supporting
the efforts of the United Church Mission and Service Fund Emergence Response Fund
for the Ukraine Crisis. Thus far $680 have been donated to Fund.
The United Church of Canada is committed to working with partners in response to the crisis
in Ukraine. Mission & Service partners with ACT Alliance and the Canadian Foodgrains
Bank. United Church Mission & Service partners are responding to the rapidly unfolding
crisis. Right now, people urgently need shelter, clean water, food, and medical
attention.
If you wish to make a donation to the Ukraine Crisis Emergency Response Fund you
may visit the Ukraine Crisis donation page of the United Church of Canada to make an
online donation.
https://united-church.ca/social-action/act-now/ukraine-crisis
We will also be continuing to receive
donations at the church, through collection
plate offerings or via e-transfer. Please
indicate that your donation is for the
Ukraine Crisis Fund.
Thank you so much for your thoughts,
prayers and donations to this rapidly
unfolding crisis in Ukraine.
Trinity United Church Outreach

A new book relating to our environment.
‘The Court Case of the Creatures’
We are excited to be able to sell Bob Haverluck’s new book ‘The Court Case of the Creatures’. The
book is a seriously whimsical story of the watery earth’s day in court. There is a party boat full of
‘resource developers’ & their tricky tongued lawyer. One of the watery earth creatures make a
citizens arrest. A Supreme Court judge hears the case forwarded by the watery creatures & Cree
Elder Mary. The jury is the canoe of children. A discussion about environment injustices air, water,
soil, fires, pig factories, hydro electric hydro dams, prairie farmlands, forests... Read the full story
by buying the book from local Kairos regional group. Cost $ 20.00 By cheque or e-transfer, both
require your name & full address. We’re mailing books. e-transfer: dcoombs.dandy@mymts.
net -password book- message full mailing address & name Cheque payable to: C.A.Kairos, Box
4624, Stonewall, Mb. R0C 2Z0, with full address & Name.
Bob Haverluck is a storyteller, cartoonist, and theologian who lives on the bank of the Red River
on its way to Hudson Bay. He graduated from U of M in Winnipeg; Interesting sounding fellow!
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Trinity resumes community food needs support
On May 1st, 2022 Trinity United Church will resume its support of community organizations who work to
support the food needs of the citizens of Westman.
The month of May has been designated for the collection of food for Helping Hands Soup Kitchen. The food
collection wagon will be placed in the narthex on May 1st and non-perishable food items collected during the
month will be delivered to Helping Hands at the end of May.

The Mission of The Helping Hands Centre of Brandon Inc. is to strive to meet the most basic needs of the
impoverished citizens of Westman by providing a nutritional meal, comfort and assistance in a warm and
caring environment. Helping Hands provides hot lunches Monday through Fridays from their location at 111
7th. St. Brandon. The downtown soup kitchen reopened its Seventh Street dining room on March 21 after
being shut down for more than two years as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. The centre stopped serving
in-person meals on March 13, 2020. "For a lot of the folks that come here, that’s one of the highlights of
their day, to be able to come somewhere, feel like they belong and have their needs fulfilled." Co-ordinator
Amanda Bray said in an article in The Brandon Sun on March 9, 2022. Helping Hands received a lot of
community support to help cope with the changes, she said, including from the Brandon Neighbourhood
Renewal Corporation and the United Way. The organization also received help from Samaritan House
Ministries, Bear Clan, Sobeys and Heritage Co-op grocery stores. While the dining room can sit approximately
200 people, Bray said, the plan is to sit 115 people at a time and rotate them through. The sit-down
reopening began on March 21 at 11:30 a.m. The place was just buzzing with livelihood … from kids to seniors
to people from all walks of life, it was so nice to have that vibrancy back." said Bray - The Brandon Sun
March 21.
Please consider sharing non-perishable food items with which the folks at helping Hands may prepare meals
for those attending the soup kitchen.
The June food collection will be for Samaritan House.
Trinity Outreach Committee

“It takes courage to be crocus minded?”
It takes courage to be crocus-minded
God, I’d rather wait until June, like wise roses
When the hazards of winter are safely behind,
and I’m expected
And everything’s ready for roses.
But crocuses? Highly irregular.
Knifing through hard-frozen ground and snow
And sticking their necks out,
Because they believe in spring
And have something personal
And emphatic to say about it.
God, I am by nature rose-minded
Even when I have studied the situation here
And know there are wrongs that need righting.
Affirmations that need stating
And I know also that my speaking out may offend …

Jo Sorley

For it rocks the boat …
Well, I’d rather wait util June.
Maybe later things will work themselves out
And we wont have to make an issue of it.
God, forgive
Wrongs don’t work themselves out.
Injustices and inequities and hurts don’t just dissolve
Somebody has to stick her neck out.
Somebody who cares enough to think it through
And work through hard ground.
Because she believes and has something
personal and emphatic to say about it.
Me God? Crocus-minded?
Could it be that there are things that need to be said
and want me to say them?
I pray for courage.
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Give a person a fish and you feed them for a day.
Teach a person to use the Internet and they won't
bother you for weeks, months, maybe years
My friends and I have named our band ‘Duvet’.
It’s a cover band.

Trinity Birthdays
April
Belated 90th ~
April 5th … Bev Dittmer!!
Sorry I added the 5 years on last
newsletter, Bev! I have removed them!!

I lost my girlfriend’s audiobook, and now I’ll never
hear the end of it.

15th … Val Poersch
19th … Debbie Lamirande
20th … Jason Splett
21st … Barb Roberds

Why is ‘dark’ spelled with a k and not c? Because you can’t "c" in the dark.
Why is it unwise to share your secrets with a clock?
Well, time will tell.

24th … Ken Mitchell ~ 95 years

Congratulations to all!!

Our days are getting longer!

Sunrise
Sunset

Please be sure to call or e-mail
Marlane Wilson,
with any reports of folks in hospital or
needing some contact.
204 729-8574 or marlane.w@yahoo.com

6:23 a.m.
8:31 p.m.

Patient/Resident Well Wishes
In this season, with our hospitals, care and senior homes so restricted, please
remember the option of being able to go on the Prairie Mountain Health website and
leave a message for a shut in. Be sure to leave your name with the message so folks
know that it is you contacting them.
It just takes a few minutes and might brighten someone’s day!
www.prairiemountainhealth.ca/pmh-well-wishes
All of us could take a lesson
from the weather
It pays no attention to
criticism !
What did the dog say
when he sat on sandpaper?
Ruff!

How much money does a skunk have? One scent!
What did the glove say to the ball?
Catch ya later

What did the surgeon say to the patient who insisted on closing up
their own incision?
Suture self.
I’ve started telling everyone about the benefits of eating dried
grapes. It’s all about raisin awareness.

What do you get when you pour
boiling water into a rabbit hole?
Hot, cross bunnies!

All the art of living lies in a fine
mingling of letting go and holding on.
Havelock Ellis

Customer: 'I've been calling (700)-1000 for two days and can't
get through; can you help?
Operator: 'Where did you get that number, sir?'
Customer: 'It's on the door of your business.'
Operator: 'Sir, those are the hours that we're open.
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Easter Sunday Morning
Following days of blizzard & blowing
snow! Our minister wears many hats!!
Thanks for all of the extras, Doug!
And always with a smile …

Our thoughts and prayers to anyone we have
missed who are spending time in hospital:
Out thoughts and prayers to
Laura Cliffe who lost a niece.
I know of no one in the
hospital!
I hope that is a true fact!

Easter Sunday
2022

Trinity’s Easter Sunday was a true
celebration;!! As well as it was the first
one, in person. for two years! There was
a Baptism and of course, Communion.
Because of the blizzard on the choir
practise the preceding Thursday, there
was not an anthem. However our faithful
Music Director, Davis Placatka, and his
friend, Caitlyn Baker, had an beautiful
‘anthem’ for us. Davis played his trumpet
and sang (not at the same time) and
Caitlin accompanied him on her guitar.
We are truly blessed at Trinity!!

Rhett Scott

He is Risen, Indeed!

Our Friends in Personal Care and Senior Homes
Dinsdale: Lois Aube
Fairview: Lillian Atchison, Audrey Campbell, Judy Diswinka,
Gordon Fraser, Linda Garson, Louise Hodge, Dennis Hume,
Betty Russell, Keith Vrooman
Souris PCH: Emma Garden

Celebration of Life for
Jean Hutchings
at Trinity on Saturday,
April 23rd, starting at 2 pm.

Rideau: Don Chambers, Murray Hicks, Eleanor McCreath,
Garry VanRenselaar
Valleyview:
Cliff Bowslaugh, Laura Cliffe, Bernice Erskine,
Shirley O’Driscoll, Lois Wolfe,
Riverheights Terrace: Patty Hargreaves, Al & Helen Lauder,
Vera Skayman
Rotary Villas: Marg Lovstrom, Marg Speers

Victoria Landing: Fred Miller, Pat Rathwell

Trinitopics & Church Announcements
The newsletter is prepared every 2nd weeks
Delivery is being made to all non email
The next issue will be May 5th

darlynnegbsmith@gmail.com
204-728-7713 @ home ~ 204-724-2923 @ cell

‘May God hold you in the palm of His Hand’
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