Rev. Doug Neufeld
Office: Closed at this time
Phone: 204 729-1946
E Mail: rev.doug@wcgwave.ca
Urgent needs: Cell 204 441-8140

Trinity Office ~ Closed at this time
Trinity
Phone: Office
204 728-4796
E Mail: trinityucbdn@wcgwave.ca
Website: www.trinitybrandon.ca

Reverend Doug will be
taking a
Continuing Education Week
May 17-21, 2021.
As a result
there will be no virtual service for
Sunday May 23rd.
… Alan Silvius

From CE

GRADUATION
Well it is that time of
year again....graduation is
just around the corner for
our Grade 12 students!

If you know a student
connected to Trinity United Church
please let Lois Riley know and our CE
Committee will send a note of
congratulations.
We would also invite submissions
of students well connected to Trinity
who are graduating University or
Community College. Please
remember to include name, address
and degree achieved.

There will not be Virtual
Fellowship Sunday, May 9th,
Mother’s Day.
Fellowship will resume on
May 16th at 11 am.
Rev. Doug will send ZOOM
link, by email, with Sunday
service info.

Please submit information
directly to Lois Riley:

lriley@mts.net
or call 204-570-1961
before June 10, 2021

Thank you to the UCW and Church members who delivered Meals on Wheels
on the Mondays in April....
Darlene and Alan Silvius, Irene and Dave Thompson, Carolyn and Ralph Heard,
Gloria and Murray McMillan, Carol and Ken Winstone, Lois Riley and Alison Murray.
Sincere thanks to you faithful folks who so willingly volunteer to help out.
Elaine Nairne
If you know someone, or yourself,
who would like a care call from
Rev. Neufeld; call 204-441-8140
Please be sure to call or e-mail
Marlane Wilson,
with any reports of folks in hospital or
needing some contact.
204 729-8574 or marlane.w@yahoo.com
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“I Wanted to Believe in God but was told I was an Abomination”
The heart-rending growing-up story of Trinity’s former Music Director
By Corey Allen Francis
Hello Trinity!
Alison Murray reached out to me to say hi and
asked if I would share a little bit about my personal
journey growing up gay. She also let me know that
you are in discussions around becoming an
Affirming church, and before I begin, I just wanted
to say that I am really proud and hopeful for you,
even though I understand it can be a touchy subject
for some people.

loud “I’m gay” until I moved away from home and
came to Brandon to begin university.
When I came out to my parents (I did so over an
email because I was too afraid of them), I didn’t hear
from them for a couple of days. Then they sent me a
3-page email with an individual paragraph on each
of my siblings, my mom, my dad, my grandparents,
my aunts and uncles and my church community,
describing in detail how I had caused each person
tremendous pain, shame to the family, and how I
had caused my mom to have increased anxiety and
health problems.
It was so awful to read, I remember shaking and
sweating, reading it over and over until about 5 a.m.
when I suddenly decided to click “delete” without
sending a response. It was the best decision I ever
could have made.
My dad then called Reverend Sanderson and yelled
at him on the phone for around twenty minutes,
telling him that his son was not fit to be leading any
type of worship in a church setting. Reverend
Sanderson called me in to his office and we had a
discussion and I cried in his office about it and
apologized. He had calmly told my dad that they did
not believe the same way. My parents to this day
have never let it go, they feel that people in all
United Churches are not ‘real Christians’.

Corey in his piano studio, Winnipeg

For me, personally, growing up in a Sommerfelder
Mennonite Church was really difficult. I wanted to
believe in God, but I always felt like I was different
and that I did not belong unless I pretended to be
someone I was not. And almost every Sunday, I
heard the same cherry-picked verses about how
God finds it disgusting that a “man lie with another
man”, that it’s “an abomination” and that “they will
surely perish in hell for all eternity”. In fact, when I
got baptized at age 15, I went through the motions,
memorized what I needed to, but I did it all to fulfill
my parent’s wishes. It was what was expected. But
it did not feel real to me.

After this ordeal, I did not speak with my parents for
over three years.
Over the years since, my family and I have made
some attempts to get closer, and now I do go out
occasionally to see them, but it always feels forced

I denied who I was to everyone in school, to my
family, to my church, to my community. I actually

(cont’d next page)

could never even bring myself to say the words out
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(I wanted to believe . . . cont’d)
and like there is an ‘elephant in the room’. We take
3 steps forward and 2 steps backwards every few
months. We still have full-blown arguments and then
silence for a few months at a time, but at least we are
making an effort now, which I think is important! My
siblings still do not believe my husband Chris and I
should be married, but they were at least willing to
come to the wedding and be happy for me, and we
see each other fairly regularly now.
So, as you go on with your discussions around
whether to become an Affirming church, please think
of what LGBTQ+ youngsters have to go through and
how you want them to grow up. Should they grow up
thinking that church and God do not accept them? Or
will they grow up feeling loved and accepted?

Corey conducting the Trinity Choir, April 2015

My own experiences almost ruined my chances to ever believe in God, but that began to change when I
started working at Trinity. I loved getting to know
everyone and how supportive everyone was in my
endeavors bringing music into local care homes. I
loved the members of the Trinity choir, each and
every one of them.
www.youtube.com/watch?v=j3g2-bt-KiA
If you paste this link in your browser; not your
email; you will enjoy a look at our last fall
supper, September 2019! I found it by accident
and quite enjoyed it!! (Darlynne)

The people at Trinity became part of my chosen
family for those years and I will always cherish this.
You loved me for who I was, regardless of my
sexual identity. That much I always felt. You
treated me as if you were already Affirming, so
why not make it official?
I have to wonder how many other people from the
LGBTQ+ community have felt unwelcome in
churches, or felt they needed to hide part of their
identity? How many people have been needlessly
pushed away from God for who they are, even
when we are taught that God loves everyone?
Wishing you luck in your journey and wishing
everyone at Trinity well!

Corey

Editor’s Note: Corey is married to Chris and they live in
the Elmwood area of Winnipeg with their two cats.
Corey is the Church Musician at Sherwood Park
Lutheran Church and runs his own piano teaching
studio, Piano Expressions with Corey with 65 students
enrolled. Earlier this year Corey and his students made
national news with their pandemic Sharing is Caring
program pre-recording over 300 piano performances
and distributing them monthly as virtual recitals to all
seniors’ care homes in Manitoba through the year. The
Music in Care Homes program that Corey started while
at Trinity in 2013, still receives City of Brandon funding
every year to pay a musician to go into the Brandon
care homes.
https://www.pianoexpressionswithcorey.ca

From Trinity newsletter editor:
The ‘editor’s note’, above, is from our Affirming
committee. My personal note for Corey is my
admiration for how he was and his endless energy for
Trinity & community!
He is an awesome and caring person.
When he left, he presented the choir with the trophy
that sits on the piano.
I am proud to call him my friend!!

Ukulele Church
Two of my daughters and I have now joined Ukulele
Church twice to check it out. Although it is designed
for younger people, 6 to 12 year olds, any age is welcome. We enjoyed the active participatory nature of
this online church. We joined in moving, dancing,
crafting, praying, sharing thoughts aloud or in the chat,
singing songs, adding actions or playing along on
ukulele. You can join in without a ukulele, but with a
Ukulele, you get to join a short lesson to learn chords
and play along to simple fun songs used in worship.
I have been told that there may be funds available if a
community wishes to open a ukulele lending library. If
interested, reach out to me, and we will seek more
information.
To give Ukulele Church a try, you must register in
order to receive the zoom link, so it's best to do that
right away while you're thinking about it rather than
waiting until Sunday morning!
Ukulele Church takes place Sunday mornings at
10:30am Central Daylight time. Participants are
spread across Canada with the leaders being Linnea
Good in BC and Catherine Stuart in New Brunswick!
That's pretty cool, too!
Please go to the following link to register. You will
have to copy this link into your browser.
https://cyayaucceast.wixsite.com/ukuchurch
And I, Darlynne, have registered for the course!
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Rienna Skelton
20 years old on May 20th
Champagne Birthday Year!

The gear and medals have seen delivered. 3 gold
medals and for the second year “Top Junior
Female Lifter in Canada”. Excited Rienna will be
representing our country on the world stage.
Thank you to CWFHC for the awesome Team
Canada Virus gear. In two weeks we will leave for
Tashkent, Uzbekistan for the 2021 Junior World
Championships. ... Monica (mother).
Our Shirley Kernaghan is the proud GREAT AUNT!
Wishing her a safe and wonderful trip!

Make Mother’s Day More Meaningful, Inclusive and Compassionate.
“We want to do more good by helping families in need.”
Are you a mother who wants to make a difference? Is there a mother or someone like a
mother you want to honour? Do you know people who have lost mothers or mothers who
have lost a child? Does anyone you know find Mother’s Day hard? Are there people in your
life whose untraditional family unit deserves recognition and celebration?
This Mother’s Day, Mission & Service is providing a special opportunity to not only help
families in need but also reach out to honour and support our loved ones.
Make a special Mission & Service gift this Mother’s Day/Christian Family Sunday. Your gift will help families in need at home and abroad, supporting things like prenatal and parenting classes, respite care for
families with children, medical clinics for babies and mothers, safe shelter, and education for children.

At the same time, when you make a gift online, you can do even more good by sending any number of
free e-cards. The cards say things like “Mother’s Day can be so hard. I made a gift to support families in
need as I thought about you today. I hope knowing you inspire me to make a difference is a comfort” and
“The world needs all kinds of families! You are a blessing!” If you are giving offline, feel free to borrow
the wording for print cards. Don’t forget to credit your congregation when you make a gift!
“Mother’s Day is a time when we celebrate mothers. Which is awesome, but not for everyone. For some,
the holiday can be a sad or challenging time. We want to do more good by helping families in need and
make the holiday itself more inclusive and compassionate,” says Sarah Charters, Acting Director of Philanthropy.
Charters is encouraging her family to make a gift instead of giving her the usual chocolate and flowers.
And she’s honouring her mother by making a donation.
“Imagine if the church came together to give life-changing gifts, pray, and provide pastoral care and encouragement at the same time,” she says. “What an amazing difference!”
You can help make Mother’s Day more meaningful, inclusive, and compassionate. Make a gift and send
a card today! Your support changes lives!

78-Year-Old Woman Fosters more than 80 Infants Over 34 Years
A woman in Hayward, California, has been a mother to more than 80 babies over the years through foster care. Linda
Owens has cared for 81 infants in 34 years as a resource parent. "It's a challenging job, but very rewarding," Owens
told CBS. The 78-year-old retired grocery department manager fosters the babies as a single parent, too. "This is
what God's handed me a gift to do," said Owens, who has loved taking care of babies since childhood. Despite so
many years having passed, she said she still remembers all the babies she's cared for, including three sets of twins.

Sunday March 25th, 2021 Worship
Doug, Donna, Zack & Cassidy Anne Neufeld

Hockey Quote
A fast body-contact game
played by men or women
with clubs in their hands
and knives laced to their feet.
Paul Gallico

What grows under your nose?
Tulips
Nobody who ever gave his best regretted it.
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What kind of bugs live in clocks?

Ticks!

Out for a Stroll
On March 2, someone spotted an elderly man andwoman wandering the
streets of Lebanon, Tenn., and it was soon determined they’d somehow escaped the memory unit of their assisted living facility. Once the
pair—a husband and wife who have dementia and
Alzheimer’s—were safely returned, curious staff at
Elmcroft at Lebanon queried them on how they got
out, as the exit has an electronic keypad with a code
only staff members know. The answer from the “rebel
retirees,” was an unexpected one. According to a report from the Tennessee Board of Health the man said he’d “previously worked with Morse code
in the military” and was able to listen carefully as employees entered the
correct numbers into the keypad,
memorize the corresponding sounds,
and crack the code so he and his wife could go on their half-hour stroll. Per
the report, the pair, who’ve lived at the facility for nearly two years, are able
to carry out their daily routines there mostly independently, though staff
helps and checks up on them. The facility says it has since changed the codes
on all of its exits, per a statement, and it has assured state regulators it will
be supervising residents there more carefully from now on, according to
state records.
As for the man, who just wanted some fresh air, those
records show he’ll receive “walking time outside the
facility with a staff member present.”
Elmcroft of Lebanon isn’t completely off the hook for the couple’s transgression: State officials are making the facility pony up a $2,000 fine.
Your own mind is a sacred
enclosure into which
nothing harmful can enter
except by your permission.
Arnold Bennett

John: Did that advertisement that
you put in the paper yesterday get
any results?
Jim: I should say so! I advertised that I needed a night
watchman and last night our

Sunday, May 2nd
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Whoever you are, be noble,
Whatever you do, do well,
Whenever you speak,
speak kindly,
Make joy wherever
you dwell

How
Many
Squares???

UCW Birthdays
May
7th ~ Marlene
Campbell
8th ~ Irene
Thompson
16th ~ Elaine
Nairne
17th ~Georgie
Pidhorny
31st ~ Darlynne
Smith

June

1st ~ Jean Cory
1st ~ Tina Ure
10th ~
Laura Cliffe (102
Years)
14th ~ Irene
Brown

Please think about our folks in hospital and
care homes and drop them a greeting
through the
Prairie Mountain Heath website.
https://www.prairiemountainhealth.ca/
pmh-well-wishes

Our thoughts and prayers to anyone we have missed who
are spending time in hospital: or having health issues.
Our thoughts & prayers to:

Malcolm Macdonald: Assiniboine 4
Bea Lee:
Assiniboine 3
Harvey Bullee:
Assiniboine 3
Jean
Hutchings:
I
had
a phone visit
There is also a way to ‘drop a greeting’ for
our ‘at home’ folks! If you would like a with Jean this morning (Friday). She
thinking of you card sent, call our trusty asked to thank all for their prayers,
card lady, Marlane Wilson (729.8574).
thoughts and messages. She also said
it was ok to share her private phone #:
204 717-4620. This is almost the same
as their home number & their son set it
up that way.

April 25th
4th Sunday of Easter
Good Shepherd Sunday
God wants to be the one to
guide us through those tough
times in life.

There were creative thoughts went into the ‘in car graveside service’ for
Margaret Izzard last Friday. With about
50 vehicles present, the service was
heard through the radio in the vehicle,
followed by a drive by greeting to the
family and lunch to the family by some
passed through the passenger window.
Rev Doug reports how unique it was,
but with rain a very cold wind blowing!

Our Friends in Personal Care and Senior Homes
Thinking of:

Dinsdale: Lois Aube
Fairview: Audrey Campbell, Lillian Atchison, Linda Garson, Louise
Hodge, Dennis Hume, Betty Russell, Keith Vrooman, Alma Yule
Souris PCH: Emma Garden
Rideau: Don Chambers, Murray Hicks, Jean Hutchings, Robert Jarvie,
Eleanor McCreath, Garry VanRenselaar
Valleyview: Laura Cliffe, Bernice Erskine, Shirley O’Driscoll, Lois Wolfe
Riverheights Terrace: Judy Diswinka, Patty Hargreaves,
Al & Helen Lauder, Vera Skayman
Rotary Villas: Marg Lovstrom, Frank Rabe
Victoria Landing: Pat Rathwell, Alice Wesley

Edna Stewart on
the loss of her
sister in April.
Winnie Black on
the loss of her
brother in law
May you always have:
Love to share,
Cash to spare,
Tires with air, And
friends who care

Trinitopics & Church Announcements
The newsletter is prepared every 2nd week
Delivery is being made to all non email
The next issue will be May 20th, 2021

Darlynne Smith ~ Editor
darlynnegbsmith@gmail.com
204-728-7713 @ home ~ 204-724-2923 @ cell

May God hold you in the palm of His Hand
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