Trinity United Church, Brandon
At Trinity United Church our Vision is to Grow in Faith, Fellowship and Service Through Christ Jesus. We believe that all people are children
of God, and we embrace the fullness of our diversity in ability, age, ethnicity, gender, gender identity, race, sexual orientation, social economic status, or any other human division as we unite in worship and full participation in all aspects of our ministry. As a congregation we
are all committed to surroundings that reflect safety and support in respect of social justice and human rights.

Annual General Meeting
Sunday, February 27th, 2021 @ 1:30pm
AGENDA
1) Welcome
2)

Opening Prayer

3)

Motion #1: That all those present have voting privileges. (Only members of TUC can vote on
this motion)

4)

Motion #2: Miranda Edwards, Alison Murray and Rev. Doug Neufeld are appointed as
tineers for the AGM being held on Feb 27, 2022.

5)

Motion #3: That the Agenda be adopted as presented (amended).

6)

Motion #4: That the minutes of the Annual General Meeting Dec 6, 2021, be adopted as presented (amended).

7)

scru-

Presentation of the Annual Report 2021
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Financial Report
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Ministers Report
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Committee Reports
Motion #5: That all reports from pages 07 to 27 in Trinity United Church Annual Report Booklet be accepted as presented.

8)

Auditors Report 2021

9) Appointment of Auditor(s) 2022
Motion #6: That Gloria McMillan and Gloria Hill will be Auditors for Trinity United Brandon
for 2022.
10) Approve changes to the board of Trustee’s
Motion #7 To approve Gloria McMillan as the chair of the Trustee’s
Motion #8 To approve Miranda Edwards as a member of the Trustee’s.
11) Round Table
1
2
12) Closing Prayer
13) Meeting Adjournment

Trinity Office Now Open!!
Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri
9-noon
1-4 pm
Phone: 204 728-4796
E Mail: trinityucbdn@wcgwave.ca
Website: www.trinitybrandon.ca

Rev. Doug Neufeld
Phone: 204 729-1946
E Mail: rev.doug@wcgwave.ca
Urgent needs: Cell 204 441-8140

1962 ~ 2022

Trinity United Church & Trinity UCW ~ 60th Anniversary

At Trinity United Church our Vision is to Grow in Faith, Fellowship and Service Through Christ Jesus.
We believe that all people are children of God and we embrace the fullness of our diversity in ability, age, ethnicity,
gender, gender identity, race, sexual orientation, social economic status or any other human division
as we unite in worship and full participation in all aspects of our ministry.
As a congregation we are all committed to surroundings that reflect safety and support
in respect of social justice and human rights.

We look forward to welcoming our Sunday
School children and youth back on Sunday
March 6th when in person worship resumes.

Easter Gift Card
Fundraising Project

For the month of March we will offer
classes March 6th and March 20th.
Hope to see you all soon!

We are having an Easter
Gift Card Sale which will
take place during the
month of March.

Still looking for help with our younger children.
Contact myself or Rev. Doug if you can offer any help.
Lois Riley
lriley@mymts.net or 204.728.3443
Rev. Doug
rev.doug@wcgwave.ca or 204 729-1946

Further details and
order forms will be
available next week.

Calling all UCW ~
~former and any lady who would like to join us fun ladies!!
Our first meeting in 2022 has being set!!
Tuesday, March 8th starting at 1:15 pm
There will be no tea & cookies served
You are welcome to bring your own beverage.
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
The 2022 service WDP can be viewed
https://wicc.org/ and click on
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 2022 SERVICE VIDEO
See more info in this newsletter
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APi (Pie) Riddles - Answers
The mathematician says, “pi r squared”. What
does the baker say?
“Cakes are square, pies are round”
What do you get when a flock of sheep stand in a
circle?
“A shepherd’s pie”

Knox & Trinity PIE Day Order Form
Choice of apple, blueberry, cherry
$5.00 each/ 3 for $12.00/ 5 for $20.00

The scientist says pi equals 3.14 . . . . The mathematician says pi equals the circumference of a
circle divided by its diameter. But if you ask
the kids, what will they say?
“We want ice cream with that!”

Deadline to order: March 4
Order via email knoxchurch@wcgwave.ca or call 204 7276975

Affirming Ministries are Public, Intentional and
Explicit in their commitment to equity, diversity, inclusion, and social justice for all.

Name: _______________________________________
Church: Knox or Trinity

(circle)

This year’s theme is "Everyone Gets A Slice!"

Phone: _____________________

Looking at the LGBTQIA2S+ acronym, which represents an endless diversity of identities and expressions, we acknowledge that some of the people who
are represented by these letters often tend to get left
out or underserved.

Address: _____________________________________

Hank

Kind: Apple ______ Blueberry _______ Cherry _______
Pies total number _______ Amount due ____________
Payment:

Paid or COD (circle)

We are invited to consider which folks we may not
have included in our Affirming programming and educational efforts and take strides to remedy that.

Payment by cheque, e-transfer or cash when ordering or
on delivery (COD)

Let's make sure that Everyone Gets A Slice!

Delivery at your church on March 13 worship or to your
home March 13 afternoon

To learn more about PIE Day, click on the following ling for information, FAQs, videos and more.

Proceeds to go to LGBTTQIA programming at SERC

https://pieday.ca/

Thank you for your support!

Affirming PIE Day is on March 14
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Regathering for Worship Services at Trinity
In person worship services will resume on Sunday March 6th. Although the province has given
some indication to what it “plans” to do, not all the details have been provided and “will continue
to make adjustments as needed in the coming weeks based on the guidance of public health
officials, including requirements for proof of vaccination.”. For example, they’ve stated that they
“plan” to remove proof of vaccination requirements on March 1st but there is no indication on
capacity limits attached like there are right now. It is key to note that the province stated, “We
need to remain cautious …, even as we shift from public health rules to public health
recommendations.” Even though it’s not mandated, they are still encouraging people, businesses,
etc. to require vaccination and limit numbers for gatherings.
The Official Board felt during a time of so much (unknown) change, it would be beneficial to
move cautiously when we start to regather
Harvey and to commit to protocols that we could properly
prepare and communicate so there would be no confusion. As a result, the decision has been
made that for the March 6th and March 13th worship services Trinity will still require that
all attendees must be fully vaccinated as per our Regathering Protocols. This requirement
will be reviewed once we have confirmation of the Public Health Orders/Recommendations
expected on March 15th.

Thanks to Murray
McMillan and the
Property Committee
For the great job of
repairing the ceiling
downstairs.
Well done!

Tuesday March 1st 5-6:30pm in the Auditorium
Knox United Church
Cost is $7.00 for adults, under 12 $4.00 with preschoolers being free.
Menu includes: pancakes, sausages, diabetic and regular syrup, fruit and
whipped cream, coffee, tea and juice. GLUTEN FREE options are available!
Please remember you must be fully vaccinated to enter the church and
please wear a mask until you are seated at a table. It will be great to gather
again together over food and fellowship!!!
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CONVERSION THERAPY CRITICIZED
JOHN LONGHURST

“To kill the Indian to save the child” did not work,
why would an effort “to kill the gay in a person” be any more acceptable?
In early January, the federal government
unanimously passed Bill C-4, making it
illegal to perform or promote the practice
of conversion therapy.
One week after the bill passed, a
reported 4,000 churches in this country
and the U.S. used their Sunday service to
protest the new legislation.
The protest was organized by Liberty
Coalition
Canada,
a
conservative
Christian organization. It was endorsed
by conservative U.S. church leaders
including Franklin Graham.
The coalition urged “Bible believing
churches” to “publicly preach a sermon
that specifically proclaims the Biblical
truth
that
homosexuality
and
transgenderism
are
serious
sins
condemned by the law of God.”
This bill, the coalition went on to say,
“while purporting to protect individuals
from coercion and abuse in the form of
‘conversion
therapy,’
will
instead
criminalize Christianity in our country.”

While supporting the government’s
intent of addressing coercive and
abusive practices through conversion
therapy, the EFC is concerned the
definition of conversion therapy in the
bill was too broad and that it risks
criminalizing
legitimate,
sincere
religious teaching and practice, said
Julia Beazley, director of public policy
for the organization.
“It’s not clear how the bill may be
applied to programs offered by religious organizations on matters of
human sexuality and human flourishing, or pastoral help for those seeking
to align their sexual expression and
behaviour with their deeply held
religious beliefs,” Beazley said.
At the same time, she believes it is
important for churches to “carefully
consider our ministry practices and
how we journey alongside those who
are questioning their sexual and
gender identity.”
(As an aside, some news outlets reported that the catalyst for Erin
O’Toole’s ouster as leader of the
Conservative party was his decision to
give unanimous consent to ban
conversion therapy, which reportedly
riled a faction of Tories known as “the
conversion crew.”) I asked two
psychologists for their opinion about
the practice of conversion therapy.
Both said it doesn’t work.
“Research says it is harmful to the individual and not successful at creating
change over time,” said Jason Ediger,
who attends River East Church, a Mennonite Brethren congregation.
“If
conversion
therapy
worked,
it should also be able to make straight
people gay,” he said.
Same-sex oriented young people who
are part of faith communities where
being gay is condemned can also suffer
harm, he said. “They may come to
believe that their feelings and interests
make them bad people. It can create
huge distress and confusion for the
individual.”

An attempt to get confirmation of the number of churches that participated in the
protest went unanswered by the coalition,
which also promotes “religious freedom
from vaccination coercion,” has issued a
call to end lockdowns, and has posted support for the protest convoy in Ottawa.
The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada did
not participate or promote the protest. But
it has some concerns about the new law.

(Continued on following page)
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In the 19th century, when the Indian
Residential Schools were created, their
goal was to “kill the Indian to save the
child” by forcibly changing them into
something they were not— assimilated
Christians.

Conversion Therapy Continued

The premise behind conversion therapy
is also wrong, he said. “It’s an attempt
to fix something that isn’t a problem.
There are millions of happy, healthy
gay people in the world.”

Back
then,
Christians
used
their
understanding of the Bible to support
their actions. Today, however, no church
leader in Canada would think it was ever
a good policy or practice. Instead, they
are united in lamenting the terrible
damage it caused for tens of thousands of
children.

For him, the practice “goes against the
belief in a God who calls us to love all
people. So it’s failing twice — against
science, and against God.”
If clergy are approached by someone
who is struggling with sexual identity,
“I would encourage involving a
professional
with
experience
and
qualifications in mental health,” Ediger
said, and not to try to deal with it
themselves.
Robin Westmacott is a Unitarian
Universalist who works with people
who want to transition their gender
medically.
When religious leaders try to change
them through a process like conversion
therapy, it can cause them to
“internalize the criticism and rejection
and hate themselves,” she said.

So why would anyone think something
like conversion therapy — an effort to kill
the gay in a person— would be
acceptable or effective today? And yet
some still do.

“It communicates you are not OK as
you are, and you need to be changed
to be accepted by others. There is also
fear
of
God’s
disapproval
and
punishment.”

Perhaps in the future all Christians will
feel the same way about conversion
therapy as they now do about residential
schools —
including those 4,000
pastors who protested the law banning it
last month.

For her, conversion therapy is “very
damaging and demoralizing, serving
only to increase shame. It can take
years of therapy to undo that damage,
if it is even possible to undo it.”
“We have to create safer spaces for
sexually diverse people, especially if
we mean it when we say we welcome
all,” she said.

faith@freepress.mb.ca
Winnipeg Free Press, F-12, Faith, Saturday,
February 12, 2022
John Longhurst

My wife sat down next to me as I was
flipping channels.
She asked, "What's on TV?"
I said, "Dust."
And then the fight started...

One year, I decided to buy my mother-in-law
a cemetery plot as a Christmas gift…
The next year, I didn't buy her a gift.
When she asked me why, I replied,
"Well, you still haven't used the gift
I bought you last year!"

If you know someone, or yourself,
who would like a care call from
Rev. Neufeld; call 204-441-8140
204 729.1946

And that's how the fight started.....
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World Day of
Prayer 2022

The 55
minute
service
video,

Ca

The 55-minute service video, produced by the Women’s Inter-Church Council
of Canada, can be watched several ways:
- at home on a computer: go to https://wicc.org/ and click on WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 2022
SERVICE VIDEO
- on local TV stations: to see a list of community TV stations broadcasting the service, visit
https://wicc.org/community-tv-broadcast-of-the-world-day-of-prayer-2022/
- buy a copy of the service video, go to https://wicc.org/wicc-store/ and order a DVD ($20) or
USB stick ($15). Or call the office: 416-929-5184
People are encouraged to donate to World Day of Prayer on the WICC website: (https://wicc.org/
donations/) or mail a cheque to the WICC office
47 Queens Park Cr E, Toronto, ON M5S 2C3, along with your mailing address so we can send a
tax receipt.

Your support is needed to provide World Day of Prayer services in Canada,
and to fund its grant program which helps women and children affected by
social injustice issues.
The 2022 service was written by the WDP
committee of England, Wales, and Northern Ireland.
Theme: I Know the Plans I Have for You.
(Jeremiah 29: 1-14)

Trinity has $100 Sobey’s/Safeway gift cards in the office
Please see Eden
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As well as being Black History Month, February has a fun fact this year.
Did you know that you won’t live through another month like this ever
again! The outline of February 2022 will never again come in our lifetime.
The reason, this year's February has: 4 Sundays, 4 Mondays, 4 Tuesdays, 4
Wednesdays, 4 Thursdays, 4 Fridays, and 4 Saturdays.
This happens once every 823 years, and it is called MiracleIn.
‘Miracleln’ means ‘Miracle or ‘by the hand of God’ in Ukrainian.
On Tuesday this week, it was a
PALINDROME DAY, the only one
this year
Mirror image
22 02 2022
The same read either way.
2022 02 22

Our days are getting longer!

Sunrise
Sunset

7:31 a.m.
6:16 p.m.

Patient/Resident Well Wishes
In this season, with our hospitals, care and senior homes so restricted, please
remember the option of being able to go on the Prairie Mountain Health website and
leave a message for a shut in. Be sure to leave your name with the message so folks
know that it is you contacting them.
It just takes a few minutes and might brighten someone’s day!
www.prairiemountainhealth.ca/pmh-well-wishes

So, in retrospect, in 2015
& 2016,
not a single person got
the answer right to

UCW Birthdays
February
5th ~
Carolyn
Heard

“ Where do you see yourself 5 years from now?

What do you call someone
with no body and no nose?
What do horses say when they fall?
"I can’t giddy up."

Nobody Knows!
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Please think about our folks in hospital
and care homes and drop them a greeting
through the
Prairie Mountain Heath website.
https://www.prairiemountainhealth.ca/
pmh-well-wishes

Our thoughts and prayers to anyone we have missed who
are spending time in hospital: or having health issues.

Our thoughts & prayers to
Ruth Bilowus: Assiniboine 3

Please be sure to call or e-mail
Marlane Wilson,
with any reports of folks in hospital or
needing some contact.
204 729-8574 or marlane.w@yahoo.com

Love your enemies
Do unto others as you would
have them do unto you
Forgive and you will be forgiven

If you know someone, or yourself,
who would like a care call from
Rev. Neufeld; call 204-441-8140

Our Friends in Personal Care and Senior Homes
Dinsdale: Lois Aube
Fairview: Lillian Atchison, Audrey Campbell, Judy Diswinka,
Gordon Fraser, Linda Garson, Louise Hodge, Dennis Hume,
Betty Russell, Keith Vrooman, Alma Yule
Souris PCH: Emma Garden
Rideau: Don Chambers, Murray Hicks, Eleanor McCreath,
Garry VanRenselaar
Valleyview:
Cliff Bowslaugh, Laura Cliffe, Bernice Erskine,
Shirley O’Driscoll, Lois Wolfe,
Riverheights Terrace: Patty Hargreaves, Al & Helen Lauder,
Vera Skayman
Rotary Villas: Marg Lovstrom, Marg Speers

Victoria Landing: Fred Miller, Pat Rathwell, Alice Wesley,

Thank you for all of
the calls, food,
cards and well
wishes following
the passing of our
Jean. All was
much appreciated!
She is in heaven
and reunited with
our son.
Bill Hutchings and
families

Trinitopics & Church Announcements
The newsletter is prepared every 2nd week
Delivery is being made to all non email
The next issue will be March 10th

darlynnegbsmith@gmail.com
204-728-7713 @ home ~ 204-724-2923 @ cell

‘May God hold you in the palm of His Hand’
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